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Bleed Line  

Chair  
Message from Our  

Dear Friends & Supporters,  
 

I began as a volunteer of Ocean Discovery Institute when the organization was first developed 14 

years ago. I imagined I would help to throw a small friend - raiser at a local bar, and that would be 

the extent of my involvement. I guess I was wrong  ˾but in the best possible way! I quickly grew to 

become a passionate supporter, making this organization and its work, my highest priority.  
 

For this I am very grateful. The past 14 years has afforded me the opportunity to be part of what I 

consider real magic.  
 

From our more than humble beginnings at a make - shift lab space in a bayside kayak closet, children 

emerged passionate about science and serious about tackling any environmental problem. Add in the 

belief and investment of donors, volunteers, scientists, families, and the students, and you get    

world - class programming, and students achieving at unprecedented rates.  
 

Fast - forward to this year, where I found myself seated at the annual gala with,  

Former Vice President Al Gore on one side, and one of our emerging young science leaders on the 

other. This young person is obtaining his engineering degree at UC Berkeley. He will contribute to 

ØÔÑÚÙÎÔÓØdËÔ×dÙÍÊdÈÍÆÑÑÊÓÌÊØdÙÍÆÙd¦Ñd¬Ô×ÊdÍÆØdÇ×ÔÚÌÍÙdÙÔdÙÍÊdËÔ×ÊË×ÔÓÙdÔËdÔÚ×dÓÆÙÎÔÓ̃ØdÕ×ÎÔ×ÎÙÎÊØrd¹ÍÎØd

student will be the first in his family to graduate from college, but he will not be the last.  
 

These students succeed because of opportunities provided through committed people, unyielding 

belief, and a powerful organizational culture that you and I are part of -  engaging and empowering 

young people at the forefront, trust, entrepreneurial spirit, proactive support, passionate innovators, 

high expectations, commitment, and a collaborative, dynamic, feeling of family.  
 

As we prepare for the coming year, look to opening a state - of- the- art facility that will quadruple 

the number of students engaged, and explore reaching students across the nation, I find myself  

ÆØÐÎÓÌpd̆ÔÜdÜÎÑÑdÜÊdÊÛÔÑÛÊdÆØdÆÓdÔ×ÌÆÓÎßÆÙÎÔÓ¤d¼ÍÔdÉÔd®dÓÊÊÉdÙÔdÇÊdÙÔdØÚÕÕÔ×ÙdÙÍÎØdÈÍÆÓÌÊ¤̇ 
 

I need to be and am committed to doing more  ˾as a volunteer, as a monthly contributor, and as a 

ÉÔÓÔ×rd®dÍÔÕÊdÞÔÚ̃ÑÑdÈÔÓØÎÉÊ×dÉÔÎÓÌdÙÍÊdØÆÒÊṙd 

 

 

 

Sean Caddell  

Board Chair  
 

 

 



Above: Former Vice President, Al Gore, with Ocean Leaders  

ÆÙdÙÍÊdvtuwdÆÓÓÚÆÑd̆§ÚÇÇÑÊdºÕėd¬ÆÑÆrd 



 GIVE OPPORTUNITY   

It Only Took One Person To Start An Entire Visionary Community! 
 

ñTell us what you would do if you had a million dollars?òAs a student volunteer at the Turtle Back Zoo in New Jersey, I found  

myself the highlight of a news story focused on the "touch and feelò aquarium I developed. In one surreal moment during the  

interview, I looked to my left at the sophisticated journalist with not even a hair out of place; then to my right at my Zoo favorites, 

Butch and Buster, two Siberian tigers hungrily eyeing the llamas across the way. It was an interesting position to be in, to say the least. 

As I came back down to earth, the words flew out of my mouth, ñI would create a learning center where young people learn how to 

respect the environment.ò 
 

Fast-forward to 2011 when I met Ocean Discovery. Working for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration at the time, I 

was invited to their offices to participate in a workshop around the development of the Living Lab. The moment I crossed the threshold 

I was overcome by the inviting atmosphere. Hand shaking, warm smiles, the sensation of being at a field station ï the energy and  

excitement was palpable and I felt immediately connected to a community of kindred spirited folks who empowered young people to 

make a difference.  
 

It didnôt take long, and I was hooked. As Deputy Director of Washington Collegeôs Center for Environment and Society, I understand 

the need for leaders to discover solutions for todayôs and tomorrowôs pressing challenges, and I believe that these young people are 

those leaders. Through a couple of clicks on a website I was able to set up monthly donations that have made me part of a new  

community at Ocean Discovery ï the Visionary Community. This community allows people like you and me to give opportunity, to 

band together, and to make collective impact. 
 

I am excited for the future, and as I think to my past, standing in front of a camera crew, I can tell you one thing; If I were asked the 

same question today, I would cite ñOcean Discovery ò as the example of a group achieving my early dream. I am proud to be part of  

something so extraordinary. 
 

  

By:  Doug Levin,  

 First-ever Visionary Community Member 

Ocean Discovery Institute relies on the generosity of investors whose  

contributions ensure impactful programming now and into the future. Investors  

include national and local foundations, government agencies, corporations, and  

dedicated individuals that are empowering young people to become scientific leaders.  

GIVE OPPORTUNITY!  
To make collective impact through monthly contributions,  

visit our website at OceanDiscoveryInstitute.org/donate.  



Ocean Discovery Institute  uses science to engage young people from    

urban and diverse backgrounds and empowers them to transform their 

lives, their community, and ultimately our world as scientific and  

environmental leaders.  

 

Our model  integrates scientific research, education, and  

environmental stewardship , empowering young people to become  

ÙÔÒÔ××ÔÜ̃ØdÉÊÈÎØÎÔÓdÒÆÐÊ×ØdÆÓÉdÜÔ×ÐËÔ×ÈÊdÆÓÉdØÙ×ÊÓÌÙÍÊÓdÙÍÊdËÚÙÚ×ÊdÔËd

our region, state, and nation.  

Cut Line  

 Our Work  

¶ Science test scores  

¶ Participation in science and conservation  

¶ College attendance  

¶ Pursuit of science and conservation degrees  
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Collectively, we see significant impacts including:  

 

Figure: Ocean Discovery 

Institute implements our 

model in one community, 

City Heights, using a    

strategy that offers three 

levels of initiatives to     

engage an entire              

community in science.  



EDUCATE  

ENGAGE 

INSPIRE 



Cut Line  

The Community Initiative generates curiosity and engages thousands of  

young people, families, and community members in hands - on science and  

conservation projects.  

 

Known as Watershed Avengers , this initiative provides opportunities for young  

people to transform local canyons into safe and healthy environments.  

GIVE YOUR TIME & EXPERTISE!  
 

To make a difference as a volunteer, visit our website at  

OceanDiscoveryInstitute.org/get - involved/.  

 Community   
Initiative  

80% of participants were 

young people.  

 

70% of participants were 

from the local community.  

  

114 volunteers played  

leadership roles throughout 

the year. .  

 Highlights   
 2013  



Family Members Join Forces to Get Involved é and Get Dirty! 
 

As a mother of two sons, I am no stranger to the sound of our front door slamming shut and my boys practically tripping over  

themselves to get to the kitchen. Just as familiar, is the sight of my sons covered in dirt and sweat ï after all, they are teenagers! There 

is however, one day that stands out in my mind. ñMom, Iôm home!ò my oldest son Jordi yelled. As I lifted my head, expecting to see 

my boy, I saw an almost unrecognizable young man standing in my kitchen. Shoes covered in caked on mud; fingernails filled with 

dirt. ñJordi?ò I asked out loud. He responded with simply a smile from ear to ear ï yes, that was definitely my son. 
 

Before I could get a word in, Jordi was telling me about his experience restoring canyons, making a difference, and having a ball  

doing it. ñMom you HAVE to come to the next one. Will you?ò My boys have always been involved in different programs, but we 

had never joined in as a family. Seeing Jordiôs excitement was contagious. How could I say no to an opportunity to spend time with 

my family and better my community? So that was that, and we were going to the next event to get our hands dirty together. 
 

When we arrived (by ñweò I do mean the whole family), at Swan Canyon I was immediately transported to a time when I was a young 

girl exploring the countryside of Mexico. When I left the farm I grew up on, and life took over, I somehow lost that connection to  

nature. ñMore water! Dig deeper! Bring the plant here!ò I was abruptly brought back to the here and the now, hearing the shouts of my 

husband and my boys as they could literally not contain their excitement.ò  
 

At the end of the day, we stood in the middle of the canyon, hands on hips, proud, and looking at the difference we had made. I have 

lived in City Heights for 21 years now, and it was at that moment that I knew my family had found our own way of connecting to  

nature and to bettering our community. Today, we come to every event. We ask, ñWhat can we do to help?ò We know that by the end 

of those days, the entire family will head home, shoes caked in mud and fingernails filled with dirt.ò  
 

By:  Blanca Cruz,  

 Ocean Leader parent and longtime volunteer 

Above: Parent volunteers preparing healthy snacks  

for hard volunteers restoring Swan Canyon.  


