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FAFSA WORKSHOP



TODAY’S GOAL
To understand the types of student financial aid, how it is 
determined, and the steps needed to qualify for maximum 
aid; and to complete the FAFSA.
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TODAY’S AGENDA
• Types of Financial Aid

• FAFSA

• Get to Work

• Scholarship Overview 

• Wrap Up
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TYPES OF FINANCIAL AID



FORMS OF FINANCIAL AID

Grants

• Pell Grant

• CalGrant
(A,B,C)

• State 
University 
Grant (SUG)

Loans

• Subsidized 
loans

• Unsubsidized 
loans 

Scholarships

• Stephen Effron

• Laptop 
scholarship

• San Diego 
Foundation 
Common 
Scholarship 
Application  
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• Financial aid awards come from the college.  Every school will offer a 
unique award package to admitted students based on their FAFSA.  

• Awards include:

• Grants

• Loans

• Scholarships

• Work study*

• Not required to accept the award in its entirety; can pick and choose 
the aid you want to receive.

• What is your true cost of attendance (COA)?

• Estimated Family Contribution 

• Out-of-pocket costs

• Debt

FINANCIAL AID AWARD
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QUESTIONS?
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ANALYZE THIS AWARD PACKAGE

• How much financial need does 
this family have for this college?

• Is this individual’s financial need 
fully covered?

• What is this individual’s out-of-
pocket costs, if any?

• How much debt does this award 
put this individual in after one 
year, if any?

• How much scholarship money is 
needed to cover the true cost of 
attendance (i.e.: no debt)?
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QUESTIONS?
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FAFSA



FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID
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FAFSA Overview

• Never pay for FAFSA help or filing – it is the free application for federal 
student aid

• FAFSA calculates “estimated family contribution” (EFC)

• i.e.: EFC = 0

• The “EFC” is how each of the schools you get into determines your 
financial aid package (every school will be different)

• Must fill out FAFSA to have access to any other financial aid sources 
(i.e.: state aid, institutional aid) 

• FAFSA does NOT share application information with any agency other 
than the schools you indicate you want your information sent to.

• Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) 

• There is no penalty for being honest and accurate

• Students need to maintain at least part-time status in order to qualify 
for most types of financial aid

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUis5lityCQ
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• Must first create an FSA ID for student AND parent.
• FSA ID is the fastest way for you and a parent to sign your FAFSA and have it 

processed.  Only one parent signature required.
• If your parent does not have a Social Security Number, he or she must print, sign, 

and mail in a paper signature page instead. (Enter 000-00-0000 for parent SSN in 
FAFSA)

• Apply for 2021-2022 cycle

• Make sure your FAFSA application reports the exact same NAME and SOCIAL SECURITY 
NUMBER as on your school records (what is recorded on your social security card).

• You are considered “dependent”

• IRS Retrieval Tool
• A parent must enter an FSA ID password to access the IRS website and request tax 

information.

• Select YES work study

• Select YES living on campus

• Include every school you intend to apply to (up to 10)
• After submitting, can later delete a school and replace it with another one if 

applying to more than 10 schools. 
• Schools cannot offer a financial aid award package until they have your FAFSA.

• Confirmation receipt received within two weeks of submitting, called the “Student Aid 
Report” (SAR)

FILLING OUT THE APPLICATION 



QUESTIONS?
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GET TO WORK
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SCHOLARSHIP OVERVIEW



QUESTIONS?
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PENCIL TEST
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What is an FSA ID and who needs one?

What is an unsubsidized loan?  What types of loans should you avoid?

What are the two sources of “free money”?  

What types of scholarships are recommended to be on the search for?

What are the scholarship responsibilities of the mentees?

What are the scholarship responsibilities of the mentors?
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WRAP UP



NEXT STEPS
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 Workshop evaluations (individual)
• In the additional comments section, please include your overall 

assessment of the program so far, and any recommendations you 
have to improve outcomes (everyone do this independently)

 Determine when your next meeting with your mentor will be.

 Finish FAFSA and submit before the new year.
• Attend a Cash for College event for additional support

 RSVP to the next workshop: CalGrant, January 14, 2021
• Create WebGrants4Students account (CalGrant).

 EOP deadlines, https://www2.calstate.edu/attend/student-
services/eop/Pages/eop-campus-status.aspx

 College portals

 San Diego Foundation Common Application, due February 3, 2021

 Meet with Christina to amend Mentor-Mentee Agreement, if 
applicable. 

https://www2.calstate.edu/attend/student-services/eop/Pages/eop-campus-status.aspx


THANK YOU.
oceandiscoveryinstitute.org


